CHAPTER
FANCY DRESS
SOME of the first-ckss passengers, who had travelled ,
overland to Marseilles in November 1920, might have
been excused for anathematizing the Maharaja of Ghana-
pur who, with his staff, was to join the S.S Shah Jahan at
Port Said. Being a ruling prince, the Raja required the
best accommodation in the ship, and the people who had to
make way for their unexpected, but distinguished,
fellow-passenger had to be content with berths other
thm those engaged for them by their agents. This was
Olga's first real sea journey, and both she, and her
husband, Dr Syed AH Beg, were as angry as the other
travellers, when they found that their two-berth outer
cabin, on a high deck, on the " cool" side of the ship,
was not available for their reception. When, upon
embarking at Marseilles, Olga found that their accommoda-
tion had been changed, she conceived a dislike for the
Maharaja of Ghanapur who, she felt, must be an exceed-
ingly disagreeable and selfish person.
O*O                                                                              A
Hie voyage started like all other voyages to India.
Olga remarked how clannish were the British officials,
who formed themselves into water-tight compartments,
ia accordance with seniority and service. Most of the
hffr&memsahib$l gave her the cold shoulder and forced
her to run the gauntlet of their lorgnettes when she
approached their sacrosanct circles, and she surmised.,
lightly, that the reason for their rudeness was her
Indian husband* Not so, however, the young officers
and civilians, for Olga was very chaming to look at 10
, wife of a senior British official in India.
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